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To get everyone’s attention, some leaders 
in church circles will announce: “God 

is good!” --- to which everyone responds --- 
“All the time!” Then it is repeated in reverse: 
“All the time!” with everyone responding in 
full voice: “God is good!” Some years ago one 
of our ACTS retreat participants added a vo-
cal exclamation point at the end for emphasis: 
“Umph!!” It is that extra note of excitement or 
“umph!” that I want to communicate to you in 
this newsletter. 
 This past spring we hosted in excess of 
twenty-five receptions to share the story of 
your generosity by outlining the progress we 
have made at St. Martha’s over the last ten years 
or so. Relying on your support, we announced 
how we were implementing our master plan 
which centered on moving the parish campus 
from Woodland Hills to this present site on 
Woodridge Parkway. During those receptions 
which were held at the rectory and also in the 
church sanctuary, those who attended had the 
opportunity to review the reasons for our move, 
ask questions, and to join in helping us reduce 
the parish debt incurred in building this new 
campus facility. At times it is hard to believe 
that we have been gathering and worshipping 
in our present sanctuary for five years now! 
What is obvious to everyone is that if we had 
not made this decision when we did, we would 
now be stuck in woefully inadequate facilities 
and unable to meet the needs of our large faith 
community.

 We received monetary pledges from so 
many of you to enable us to make a huge dent 
in the parish debt. Many others stated that they 
would do what they could to assist in the fu-
ture as their personal circumstances would al-
low. Most importantly they wanted us to know 
of their prayerful support. One of the great 
“umphs!” came several months later when I 
discovered that a long-time active parishioner, 
Mrs. Pat Reid who passed away earlier this 
year, had left the bulk of her estate to St.Martha 
Catholic Church. That bequest totaled over $5 
million and designated that a day chapel be 
built! The letter from Cardinal DiNardo is in-
cluded in this newsletter so that you can share 
in the joy and knowledge of how blessed we are 
with such magnificent generosity! 
 Pat’s great gift of love reminds me of the 
reflections of Pope Francis at the recent can-
onization Mass for St. Teresa of Calcutta. The 
pope urged us to pray for inspiration to our 
newest saint and learn to imitate her generous 
service to others: “May this tireless worker of 
mercy help us increasingly to understand that 
our only criterion for action is gratuitous love 
offered freely to everyone without distinction of 
language, culture, race or religion.”
God is good --- all the time! All the time --- God 
is good! Umph!

Fr. Chester Borski
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Patricia Walker Reid 
passed away in King-
wood, Texas on Janu-
ary 4, 2016 at the age 
of 85. Born in Beau-
mont, Texas on De-
cember 4, 1930, she 
attended St. Anthony 
Catholic School and 

Lamar Junior College (now Lamar Universi-
ty). She moved to Houston in 1953; was em-
ployed by Humble Oil & Refining Company 
(now ExxonMobil) and retired from there 
after 35 years of service, including two years 
for Esso Libya in Tripoli, Libya. She moved 
to Kingwood in 1989 after her retirement and 
marriage to William (Jay) Reid, who prede-
ceased her. Pat loved life and for many years 
was an avid world traveler. She was a longtime 
active member of the Kingwood Garden Club 
and a member of St. Martha Catholic Church 
where she enjoyed many hours of sewing and 
friendship in the Prayer Quilt Ministry. Pat 
lived a full life and leaves an extended family 
of friends whom she loved. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial was celebrated on Friday, January 
8, 2016 at St. Martha Catholic Church.

Debt Reduction Update
 Thanks to all who are participating in the current capital campaign. To date we have received pledges totaling $6.0 
million and contributions of $2.6 million. Your continued generosity is truly amazing and a tribute to your faith. Our debt 
now stands at $11.3 million, less than half of the original debt. 
 As you know, because of the generous bequest by Pat Reid, Cardinal DiNardo has given us permission to proceed with 
planning and construction of the Day Chapel which was part of Phase 2 of our Master Plan. The sooner we pay down our 
remaining debt, the sooner we will be able to proceed with the other components of the Master Plan: a family life center, 
additional office space, and, eventually, the school.
 Also, in September we made the last payment on the $4 million loan which was needed for the expansion of the school 
and renovation of the Family Life Center 15 years ago. That debt was always paid from parish operating funds. 
 If you have not, yet, contributed to the capital campaign, please prayerfully consider participating now.



3

Sept. - Dec. 2016

$5 RAFFLE TICKETS
1ST PRIZE: iPhone 6s Plus and Apple Watch Combo  •  2ND PRIZE: LSU Tigers at Texas A&M 
Aggies Football, 4 Tickets and 4 Jerseys  •  3RD PRIZE: Messina Hot Winery & Resort Villa Bed & 
Breakfast, 2 Nights and 2 Dinners  •  4TH PRIZE: Large Kamado Pro Ceramic Charcoal Grill

New Additions This Year
• Expanded Food & Beer Garden Menus  •  Polish Cultural Flair with Polish food choices, Polish 
beer choice, Polka Dancing & Polish Information Booth with Authentic Polish Costume Photo  
Opportunities  •  Extra Obstacle Course, Rock Wall & Games for the Teens  •  “Finding Mercy” Scaven-
ger Hunt for the Teens  •  KSHJ broadcasting live onsite with 1-2 minute interviews every 15 minutes   
•  KSBJ NGEN Van onsite playing Christian music in our Teen recreation area  •  Wells Fargo Stagecoach  
onsite for photo opportunities  •  Automated & Streamlined Auction Checkout  •  Streamlined Volun-
teer Check-in
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St. Martha Catholic School
ACCREDITED BY THE TEXAS CATHOLIC CONFERENCE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

SERVING STUDENTS IN PRE-K – 8TH GRADE | WWW.STMARTHACS.ORG

20 years of educating students in mind, heart and spirit!
 St. Martha Catholic School (SMCS) began its new 
school year in August, welcoming over 465 Pre-K to 8th 
grade students into our facilities with new carpet, flooring, 
fresh paint, new playground mulch, enhanced technology, 
and a new Kindergarten through 5th grade science  
program. These improvements were made possible with the 
support of our parish administration and the generosity of 
our many school, parish and community donors. 
 The faculty and staff of SMCS continue their  
commitment to provide a quality education, sharing in 
the total Catholic formation of each person by developing 
mind, heart and spirit. In addition to receiving an excellent 
academic education, our students are extremely blessed by 
the presence of our parish priests in our school and the  
opportunity to celebrate Mass and the sacrament of  
reconciliation throughout the school year.
 SMCS offers a wide variety of extracurricular activities 
from which to choose that help foster the physical, spiritual 
and emotional development of our students and help build 
the self-confidence needed to become leaders of the future. 
Our students also participate in monthly service projects 
which allow opportunities to participate in corporal and 
spiritual works of mercy for our brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 
 The students, faculty and staff are grateful for the  
support from our school and parish community! We hope 
you will join us in our weekly celebration of the Eucharist 
at 8:30 a.m. in the Activity Center on Wednesdays  
whenever school is in session. 

For more information about our academic, religious 
and extracurricular programs, or to engage in steward-
ship of our parish school, please visit our website at 
www.stmarthacs.org.

To schedule a new student tour, 
please contact Jodie Richter at 

richterj@stmarthacs.org

Save 
   the Date

February 18
Steps for Students
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St. Martha Nursery

In the Beginning
 When the new church building was dedi-
cated by Cardinal DiNardo in August 2011, our 
young children had a lovely new nursery to en-
joy. But something was missing; the walls were 
a blank slate awaiting a message. We are happy 
to announce that that message has been found.
 Parishioner and artist Joannah Landry, her 
team, (Gelly Estess, Lulu Figueroa, Josefina 
Green, Mariel Parra, Emma Rocha, and Patricia 
Zapata) painted several gorgeous murals on the 
nursery walls. Mariel originated the idea and 
was thrilled to work with Joannah in bringing 
to fruition. The murals wonderfully illustrate the 
story of creation; the fruits of the Holy Spirit; 
Joseph, Mary, and Jesus as a child; and our pa-
tron Saints Martha, Mary and Lazarus. When the 
children walk in the nursery, their faces light up 
with joy. 
 Thank you so much to Joannah and her team 
for the countless hours spent creating the beauti-
ful murals that our parish will enjoy for years 
to come! We of course welcome all parishioners 
to stop by the church nursery after Mass to en-
joy the beautiful new artwork displayed on the 
walls.
 God looked at everything He had made and 
found it Very Good. God blessed the 7th day and 
made it Holy. The book of Genesis
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Saint Martha’s on Mission! 
Cartagena Colombia

Ayoung man is planting large umbrellas on the beach; 
equally spaced, colorful chairs under each. It won’t be 

long before they are all rented, the tourist ready for a day en-
joying the gentle sea breezes and sun of the beautiful Carib-
bean coast of Cartagena, Colombia. Our bus pulls out of the 
hotel parking lot, and as we merge onto the highway, the beach 
fades away in the rear-view mirror.
 They say that there are two Cartagena’s. They are right. 
The population of the city is just over 1 million; of which 40% 
live near the hotel district, in the financial district, around the 
colonial old city and the beaches. They are part of the tourist 
industry, part of the local economy, reasonable jobs and good 
living conditions. Many are well educat-
ed; accountants, engineers, teachers, ho-
tel managers and others. Then there is the 
other Cartagena with 600,000 people liv-
ing in poverty. They live on the outskirts 
of the city, in the slums, on the edge of 
survival. 
 The area is huge. We drive along the 
main road into El Pozon. To our left, the 
bay called Ciénaga de la Virgen. To our 
right, the many canals that cut into the barrios. These canals 
carry the rains out into the bay. El Pozon is built on a swamp. 
This is home to families like the Montalvos. Families with 
little economic resources, but an incredible richness of spirit. 
 Our bus pulls up to the CDA ‘God is Love’ School in El 
Pozon. This is Open House Day, and the school is buzzing with 
excitement. We have been with the students all week; projects 
in science, music, art, the environment and healthy habits. De-
livering new courses to adults at the adult technical training 
center in job seeking for adults and marketing for small busi-
nesses. Our team of 21 from Saint Martha’s was making an 

incredible impact not only that week, but for years to come. 
By working with the team that is on the ground every day in El 
Pozon, we were building capacity for their programs in educa-
tion, income generation, child protection, family strengthen-
ing and basic services. These programs enable children and 
families to forge their own path out of poverty. 
 And today all of the families were invited to come to 
school and see what their students had been working on all 
week. Bringing technology and the internet to life in the class-
rooms using computers and projectors; inspiring 10th and 11th 
graders through STEM projects on water quality; bringing art 
supplies, musical instruments and projects to 3rd and 4th grad-

ers to inspire creativity in the arts; teach-
ing 5th graders about healthy vegetables, 
nutrition and diet, and then bringing that 
to life by helping them to build their own 
school gardens and plant their first crops; 
helping strengthen families through a skit 
on the importance of praying together, 
sharing family conversation at meal time, 
and taking a break to play games together 
as a way to ensure safe environments for 

children and reduce child abuse and neglect. This was a huge 
event, with over 1,000 students and 300 family members in 
attendance – an event never accomplished before, and only 
possible through the loving support of the St Martha Mission 
Team working alongside the teachers and staff at the school. 
 As we look around the school at the end of the day, the 
beautiful small gardens, flowers, and majestic trees, it is truly 
an inspiring place in so many ways. There is beauty even in the 
poorest places in the world, the people, the smiles, the hope, 
the hard work and the successes.
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From Blessed Teresa 
to Saint Teresa:

A Stewardship Saint

On September 4, 2016, Blessed Mother Teresa became Saint Teresa of Cal-
cutta. She was a woman who gave us an extraordinary example of Chris-

tian discipleship and stewardship by her faith, simplicity and service to women 
and men without considering their race, religion or nationality.
 She was born Agnes Bojaxhiu in Albania on August 26, 1910, and at age 18 
went to Ireland to join the Sisters of Loreto following what she discerned to be 
a call to become a missionary.
 She was sent to India in 1929, and began her novitiate in Darjeeling near 
the Himalayan mountains. Eight years later she made her solemn vows and took 
the name Teresa after Saint Thérèse of Lisieux, the patron saint of missionaries. 
From there she taught at the Loreto convent school in Calcutta for almost twenty years. Though a dedicated educator, she was 
increasingly disturbed by the desperate poverty in Calcutta.
 On September 10, 1946, Sister Teresa had an extraordinary conversion experience, what she later described as “the call 
within the call.” While traveling by train from Calcutta to the Loreto convent in Darjeeling she experienced interior visions that 
led her to the conviction that Christ was calling her to serve “the poorest of the poor.”
 In 1948 after a few months of medical training, Sister Teresa ventured out into the slums to tend to the needs of the destitute 
and starving. Her first year was very difficult. She had no income and had to resort to begging for food and supplies. She expe-
rienced loneliness, doubt and the temptation to return to the comfort of convent life. But at the beginning of 1949 she was joined 
by a group of young women who wished to be a part of her ministry.
 In 1950 “Mother” Teresa’s community was formally recognized by the Vatican. Its mission was to care for, in her own 
words, “the hungry, the naked, the homeless, the crippled, the blind, the lepers, all those people who feel unwanted, unloved, 
uncared for throughout society, people that have become a burden to the society and are shunned by everyone.” In 1952, she 
opened a hospice for the poor. Then she established several leprosy clinics throughout Calcutta, providing medication, bandages 
and food. In 1955, she created a home for orphans and homeless youth.
 The Missionaries of Charity soon began to attract both recruits and charitable donations, and by the 1960s had opened hos-
pices, orphanages and leper homes all over India. Her first mission outside of India was in Venezuela in 1965, then in Rome, 
Tanzania and Austria. During the 1970s the congregation started missions in dozens of countries in Asia, Africa, Europe and the 
United States. In 1979, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize.
 Mother Teresa died on September 5, 1997, departing a religious community with over 4,000 sisters operating 610 missions 
in 123 countries and aided by more than one million co-workers. Former U.N. Secretary-General, Javier Pérez de Cuéllar, said 
of Blessed Mother Teresa: “She is the United Nations. She is peace in the world.”
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